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Going full-time
with the 1-204th

Roben Alexerder of the Honse coommuanty on Neshobg Conrty
submilied s “Brogging Rights” slory aboul her kusband, Capl.
Dgved 8 Alexorder of te Mossissippe Army Natione! Grard’s
2o Arr Defense Artellery, It Battelion.

By Rabin Alexander
spacial ta The Star

[ want to brag on Capt. David
Alexander because of the many
sacrifices e has made.

[ravid has been in the Army
Mational Guard for 12 years.
Druring that timse, he has had o
bz away from home for various
sl

[m May 20005, his batialion,
the 1-204th ATRA, was activated
to serve in Operation Enduring
Fresdom. [Ewas hard for me to
face his activation, bt his view
was, “That's what ['m in the
Guard for”

o have a Syear-old son,
Joghua, and a Syear-old-
davghter, Molli. Davdd was away
from uws for 14 moenths. And,
though it was extremely diffi
cult for all of s, David never regretted being able to serve his
COAREEY. Wi are all WETY |'||‘-.|1||i af him fod .*-.I:||I|'|:|r'|||.e: (L] for the
rights of Arnericans.

During his activation, his unit was tasked with helping protect
thie l||'|":|.~-.|'|:|r'||1e:||||"|. [.C. area. While on the DLC. mmsaion, Dawid
weas also assigned to head a mission to provide air defense for the
prestdent at bis ranch in Crawford, Texas,

Becaise of his -:||:|I!:||.:5-:. hee wasn’t able to coame hoine o Visit as
aften as other members of his unit. Though he missed holidays,
birthdays, and the entire school wear, he sl felt honored to have
been chosen to serve,

Chnce Dawid returened home, he made the decigion to make a
career of the military He bs now a fulltime capiain with the 1-5Mth.

[ think le definitely deserves a pat on the Back for all that he has
done, and continues to do, for this country. He is setting a great
example for hiz children. They and 1 are wery proud of him for
Bedng the man that he is.

Capt. David &, Alexander

Coping with separation in Iraq,
staying mentally prepared

Enst Missizaippi Commnaity
Colloge aperates @ aatellite
canipas af Naval Air Station
Meridian. Densrexy MeClendon
i3 a sfudent theve, working
faward o degree ix behaioral
scidioe

Denaeny feas faa gos,
Markeas fomez and Tre-tos
Cole. She married Andrew E.
MeClendon_ a 5. Navy air
frafiic cantreller, in Qetober He
Iaft for Diego Garcia ia
Dpcember

Ia addition to fer shudies,
Denney warks af the fiiness
conter on base as q peresal
frairer and qerobics tegeher
Thrt's wlewe sive et Sendar
Cleief Timothy Lochey, @ Rospital
COFPEIIAN.

Oy fawily wmoved arownd
die to father heing in the
wilitary. He vetived in 1973 and
wade vis residence in Martin®
Tirrodthy said. “Since then, I
haee claimed Mizssissiphi as sy
hawe.”

Tiraodley i3 pursning a
wmaster’s degree from Troy Shale
U'niversity, bt he has one other
goal! T would like to be able to
o o ane of Dennex's aeralidc
sessions and rod be alwost dead
wlien I fmish.”

Dignsexs's story is about haw
Ffamilies cape with separatiog.

By Dennexx McClendon

special to The Star

[ this day and aee, we aflen
waonder how our military men
and women deal with the emo-
fiomal tranma brooght on by
onr war on ferror — Operation
[ Freedaem,

To get o better insight, |
spoke with one of Mississipp's
very own, Senior Chief Tim-
othy Lee Lockey, o hospital
COTJSITARN.

Lockey  gradusted  from
Wist Louderdale High School
in 1977, He earned an assos
clte’s degree in farm business
managerment and o bachelor's
degres in health care adminis-

AEROBICS CLASS

SUBMITTEDR PHOTD

Dennexy MoeClandomn, left, and Sanior Chief Timothy Lockey became friends when be ook ber
archics class at tha fitness cantar at Maval Air Station Meridian,

tration. He's currently enrelled
at T'roy State University, pur-
suing an MHA in manage-
ment human reseurces.

He's been able to Eesp up
with his edocation through
wartime and this was a bhard
task. He has overcome many
obstacles in his 21-plus years
in the LL5 Mawvy — which
inclades a tour in lrag.

Orders for Iraq

Senior Chiel Lockey ket for
Iragq on Feb, 9, 2083, and
refurned May 25, 2003,

“When | found out | was
leaving for Lrag, | was statiened
with the Znd Light Armored
Keconnaissance Hattalion as
the leading chiel petty officer
for medical,” Lockey said.

| got word in Movember
from the company first sergeant
that there was o possibility that
wie would be poing to war
arcund the first of January. With
the first sergeant giving us a
heads-up, | was ready (o go,

“| dighn’t join the Navy for
school ar glamour, but becanse
my father, a redired chisf petty
officer, taught me the troe

meaning  of  serving  our
counfry. =, it was nol a big sur-
prise and | was happy with
cloing my duty.”

We olten wonder how fami-
liees deal with one of their mem-
beers going to war — and we all
know there is no casy way o
cleal with it

Senior Chiel Leckey's wife
was wery supportive. It was
hard on him, but extra hard on
Lenee, his wite, [ adcded more
stress, worrying about her hus-
band, keeping the houschold
together, answering questions
the kids hard.

“she would not show any
anger or frustration due to my
deplovyment,” Loclkey said.

“l had been deployed for 30
to & days. and on a ship for
six months at a time, s0 my
wife and daughter were used
ti this, but war was o different
fecling all tegether. Lenee was
famtastic through the whole
thing.”

What it was like

| know when poing to war
woul lave to try and be mentally
and physically prepared. Many

people think there's no way to
dla i, but Lockey found a way.
Her says the first step is “ad mit-
timg ta the fears and acknowl-
cdging the surrounding=." He
zaid his fears began to subside
“when | passed  through
Maszariyah, dealing with people
shooting at us.”

Sewing LLS. firepower, and
Eecping his years of training in
mind, he knew he would be
fine.

“Granted, 1 still got shot at
and almost blown ap by mor-
tars twice. However, | knew
my family and God supporfed
me and my reasons for sur-
viving fill my mind daily,”
Lockey said.

“It is good (o have support
from your family and friends,
even when you refurn, [t will
help our men and women over-
come the things they faced,
saw and oid.”

Lockey has returned home
to a somewhal normal life, He
says that if called uwpon again,
he would not hesitate 1o go
back to lrag. He loves the mili-
tary life, and though he is alowt
to retire, he says he would stay
in 50 more vears if he could.



